Questions from participants for the final session panel

The aging population

We don’t yet have adequate services for all congenitally deafblind people and people with Ushers, so should we take on a role in relation to the vast population of older people with vision and hearing impairments? If so, what should that role be?

Contacting deafblind people

How can we ensure all deafblind people and families know about our services, as most seem unaware of the specialist agencies? Can we find them, or do we expect them to contact us?

Inclusion

As children and adults with deafblindness are dispersed into local services, how can we ensure the delivery of high quality well regulated services - that seemed much easier when we had specialist centres?

Working together

With an increasing number of professionals in the field doing a wider range of jobs, what can we do to improve collaborative working?

Education

Do deafblind people receive a full education, comparable with that of non-disabled people, for example taking the same school exams, or are they not as well prepared for adulthood?

Priorities

What would you say if the government minister asked you to identify the two most important developments ?
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