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Sven Topp - President
                                      May 2010
I was asked to present on Deafblindness at the 6th National Deafness Sector Summit held on 23rd and 24th May in Sydney at the Grace Hotel.  Deafness Forum holds this summit every second year with it being held in Canberra in 2008 which I also attended.  As the President of ADBC I decided to attend the whole conference at my own expense but it is worth that and the effort to raise the awareness of the Deafness sector about Deafblind issues.  Being there and being visible was as powerful as any presentation I could give on the Saturday.

The Summit kicked off with a couple of keynotes, one from Hon Bill Shorten and the other from John Howard who is now the Deafness Forum’s Ambassador.  Neither said much of interest although I managed to catch Bill Shorten after his talk for a brief word about looking at combined problem solving approaches.  He seemed interested and keen but I haven’t heard anything more since then.

Following morning tea the groups split up and I joined the Human Rights Workshop run by Robin Banks whom I’d had the pleasure of meeting previously at a Law conference held at the University of NSW.  Her workshop went all day and I feel glad I had already done a course on understanding Human Rights through University as well as having had some interaction with the UN on their Rights for Persons with Disabilities.  I came away with some new ideas and approaches to looking at problem solving for accessibility and particularly for helping individuals or groups of people with Deafblindness.

Saturday saw my shoulder too sore to go into the conference in the morning and as such I showed up at lunch in time to catch a talk by Kim Curtis from the Aboriginal Disability Network. There were some fairly shocking figures within the Aboriginal Community and that has really piqued my interest.

The afternoon saw my talk come up.  There was a fairly good turn up keeping in mind that the group was split into 4 streams.  I had about 30 people in a small room so I dumped my formal speech and went for an informal approach.  I will be posting the transcript up on the blog shortly.

If you want any further information please contact Alisa Wills, Administration Officer on (03) 9882 8596, Monday, Tuesday, Friday 9.30am-2.30pm or info@deafblind.org.au.  
Sven Topp
President

Australian DeafBlind Council

Website:  www.deafblind.org.au
ADBC Blog:  http://dbaustralian.blogspot.com/
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