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Due to unforseen difficulties the last conference was cancelled and so we had a 4 year gap since the last conference.  However, it was very much worth the wait.  As always, the conference was a delight to attend with new friendships being made and many old ones rekindled.  Nothing like a conference of this magnitude, at this point in time, to consolidate the energy currently flowing through the Deafblind Community.

A fairly large number of issues came out of the conference of which the ADBC is extremely interested in and attempting to instigate solutions.  Perhaps the biggest issue in this category would have to be the need to open communication channels between all fields involved in the Deafblind community.  At present there is not sufficient collaboration within this community and ensuring this can be resolved is a huge task. 

Mental Health was an issue that struck a bit of a personal chord for me.  The rate of depression is extremely high among the Deafblind community and I have started making progress into this issue by contacting someone with a bit of experience in counselling people with Deafblindness.

Technology and Social Media featured as well at the conference and as a result I have established a blog for the Australian Deafblind Community.  You can access this via: http://dbaustralian.blogspot.com .  It is important to understand that such a medium can be very powerful but this power lies with the community and not someone such as myself.  I have also added a page to blog for people to be able to post their own stories.  You can contact me directly with these and I will put them up for you.

“Let’s Connect” which was initiated by Meredith Prain seems to hold promise for training professionals and advocacy for Deafblind individuals.  The committee is currently awaiting clarification as to its full purpose so that it may support it.

Other issues that arose during the conference included employment, technology, early intervention, Aboriginal Australians with disabilities, education in a University environment and many others I undoubtedly missed.  It was difficult to weigh up between which sessions to attend due to my personal interests and those that have professional implications for the ADBC.

Tony Best from the United Kingdom gave a very interesting keynote about attempts at funding and approaches to the government, particularly the experience of this in his own country.  I feel Australia is at a floodgate ready to pour forth with its enthusiasm and energy to lift the Deafblind Community into the public arena and make it a sector that needs to be heard, rather than simply being shrugged off.  More so now as our population ages and our numbers start to increase.

Dr William Green from Italy and representing Deafblind International gave another interesting keynote about problems with the diverse range of medical professions involved in Deafblind care and the lack of communication between them.  I am working on a registry that can hopefully start to resolve this issue.    Another resource that may help is Dr George Williams medical manual of Deafblindness.

At this point in time I am still riding a massive energy wave that has come from the conference.  It stems from the enthusiasm and energy of all those individuals joined together working towards a singular goal.  I hope this energy can be retained and the momentum continues to grow.
If you want any further information please contact Alisa Wills, Administration Officer on (03) 9882 8596, Monday, Tuesday, Friday 9.30am-2.30pm or info@deafblind.org.au.  
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